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Welcome from the President
Written by Stephen Goodall
President, ISPOR Australian Chapter

Our first workshop of the year "Exploring and measuring community preferences" was a success with over
70 attendees. At the workshop a number of Australia's leading researchers presented their work. We also
discussed the challenges of developing and funding new pharmaceuticals for rare diseases. We are
already planning more events for 2017. In August, ISPOR in collaboration with Professor Rosalie Viney
and Professor Madelaine King, we host a quality of life workshop in Melbourne. Later in the year we hope
to bring a leading international expert to Australia for a HTA training workshop.

At the recent AGM, we welcomed a number of new committee members; Dr Haithem Tuffaha, Dr
Sanjeewa Kularatna, Alena Strizek and Sopany Saing. We also welcomed Brendan Mulhern, who was
http://mailchi.mp/4db71d1d38ec/ispor-ac-newsletter-1-2017?e=e1aacf655f
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elected our student member, a new position for 2017. We also had some farewells including Dr Lili
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Bullfone and George Papadopoulos. I would like to thank them for their outstanding contributions to
ISPOR-AU, in particular George who has been the ISPOR Treasurer for over 7 years. Peter Moore has
taken on this role.

You may remember that ISPOR AU submitted a bid to host the 2020 ISPOR Asia-Pacific conference. We
are still waiting to hear whether our bid was successful, my understanding is that ISPOR will be making a
decision soon.

I would like to thank you for your support as we continue to develop the chapter. See you at one of the
many events this year!

ISPOR Annual Meeting, Boston
By Brendan Mulhern

The 22nd annual ISPOR International meeting was recently held in Boston, USA and was attended by well
over 4000 people from diverse backgrounds which included academia, industry, policy makers, students
and government.

In terms of research, more than 2,100 presentations were held over the five day conference in the form of
workshops, issue panels, research podiums and poster presentations.

A well attended plenary asked the question “Where is US health policy going” and featured a panel
discussion between four leading health economists who have advised both major US political parties.

The final plenary addressed how big data can be used in decision making and its potential impact on the
use of randomised controlled trials. Common themes discussed included eliciting and using patient
preferences, moving beyond the QALY and future directions for health technology assessment
internationally.

ISPOR-AC Workshop
http://mailchi.mp/4db71d1d38ec/ispor-ac-newsletter-1-2017?e=e1aacf655f
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The ISPOR-Australia Chapter held its first workshop this year on May 4th 2017 at the UTS in Sydney.

Focusing on community preferences and willingness to pay, the workshop featured an excellent line-up of
speakers and presentations. The morning session explored the measurement of community preferences
and willingness to pay for health and non-health benefits. Topics covered included:
a review of a pilot study which explored the use of experimental auction techniques to elicit
preferences
a methodology to determine ICER thresholds
an overview of non "meta" health effects and how payers consider consumer surplus effects when
considering funding and,
a discussion of ethical considerations when estimating public preferences from DCE for use in
public engagement.
The afternoon session addressed the challenges associated with funding rare disease therapies and
considered the Review of the Life Saving Drugs Program. The perspective of various stakeholders was
presented.

The workshop concluded with a panel discussion of the implications and pragmatics of the presented
topics with members from academia, Government, Committee members and Industry.

Presenters include: Professor Jon Karnon (top left), Prof Stephen Goodall and Peter Moore (Top right)
and Dr Sally Wortley (bottom left).
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ISPOR Announces 2017-2018 Board of Directors
The International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research (ISPOR) announced the
election of the Society’s 2017-2018 Board of Directors. The new Board will assume office on July 1, 2017.
The ISPOR Board of Directors are elected by its global membership.

Shelby D. Reed, RPh, PhD assumes the role of president (2017-2018) after having served as the
Society’s President-Elect. Dr. Reed is a professor at Duke University in Durham, NC, USA.

Federico Augustovski, MD, MSc, PhD was elected to the position of president-elect (2017-2018). Dr.
Augustovski is director of Health Economic Evaluations and Technology Assessment at the Institute for
Clinical Effectiveness and Health Policy in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

The following members were recently elected to the ISPOR Board of Directors for 3-year terms:

Meindert Boysen, PharmD, director for technology appraisal and highly-specialized
technologies programs at the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence, London,
England, UK
Stephanie R. Earnshaw, PhD, senior vice president, Health Economics at RTI Health Solutions,
Raleigh-Durham, NC, USA
Jan Elias Hansen, PhD, vice president, Evidence for Access Unit, US Medical Affairs at
Genentech, South San Francisco, CA, USA

Unfortunately, our own past president Paul Scuffam was unsuccessful on this occasion with his
nominations, but we wish him well for a future nomination.
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ISPOR-AC Events List
Quality of Life Workshop
Date: 28 August 2017
Location: Melbourne Corporate Centre, Deakin Univeristy, Melbourne
Registrations will open soon

Workshop with Mark Sculpher
Date: Late November/Early December 2017
Location: Sydney
More information will come in the upcoming months

Corporate Membership
Corporate Membership with ISPOR-AC offers a premium level of membership with unparalleled
personalised service to meet your business needs. Membership at this level is intended to be all
encompassing, offering all the benefits of General Membership plus more.

About Membership
Corporate Membership with ISPOR-AC offers a premium level of membership with unparalleled
personalised service to meet your business needs. Membership at this level is intended to be all
encompassing, offering all the benefits of General Membership plus more.

Origins of ISPOR-AC
The Australian Chapter established in May 2008, embraces health care researchers from all disciplines
conducting health care research in Australia. These disciplines include all those with a focus on health
economics, epidemiology, decision analysis, modelling, risk assessment, patient-reported outcomes
(quality of life), use of ‘real world’ data such as health care database analyses, observational studies,
http://mailchi.mp/4db71d1d38ec/ispor-ac-newsletter-1-2017?e=e1aacf655f
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patient registries. Health care includes use of pharmaceuticals, biologics, genetically-derived products,
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medical devices, delivery systems, priority-setting, resource allocation and health services. ISPOR-AC is a
not-for-profit organisation, which is not carried on for the profit or gain of its members. ISPOR-AC
maintains affiliation as a component chapter of the International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and
Outcomes Research (ISPOR).

Where we are going
The future of ISPOR-AC is bright, with an increase in membership annually, and more workshops in
various locations around Australia. There is also a push to get ISPOR-AC more active in the ISPOR Asia
Consortium.

Packages
We have a package to suit your company.
Corporate 1 year Memberships is $500.00
Corporate 3 year Membership is $1,350.00
Corporate 5 year Membership is $2,000.00

Workshop Fees
Registration fees to all ISPOR-AC workshops are made available to all employees of the corporate
membership company at a significantly reduced rate. See the specific workshop for the rate available.

Advertising
Corporate Members will have access to advertising opportunities in the following areas:
- Logo placement, brand description and hyperlink on the ISPOR-AC Website;
- Brand Recognition on all ISPOR-AC Social Media platforms;
- Logo placement, brand description on ISPOR-AC newsletter
- Access to mailing list (done by ISPOR-AC Administration) for job postings and notifications

Frequently Asked Questions
Q. Is my corporate membership tax deductible?
A. Your corporate membership may be tax deductible. However, we recommend you seek your own
financial advice from your business accountant.
Q. Is the membership renewed annually?
A. Yes, it is. However, we do have 3 and 5 year corporate memberships available.

To join head to the Memberships page on the ISPOR-AC website

Conference Calendar
HSRAANZ Conference
1-3 November, 2017
http://event.icebergevents.com.au/hsraanz-2017
http://mailchi.mp/4db71d1d38ec/ispor-ac-newsletter-1-2017?e=e1aacf655f
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AHES Conference
21-22 September 2017
http://www.ahes.org.au/ahes-conference-2017/

Tree Age
4 - 6 September 2017, Courses in Sydney
https://www.treeage.com/treeage-training/training-sched/

ISPOR Conferences
15-17 September: Latin America, Sao Paulo, Brazil
4-8 November: European, Glasgow, Scotland
https://www.ispor.org/

ISPOR Training
12 - 13 September 2017 Build a Budget Impact Model New Brunswick, NJ, USA
5 - 6 October, 2017 Introduction to HEOR: Principles and Practices for Applied Health Care Decision
Making New Brunswick, NJ, USA

iHEA
8 - 11 July, World Congress, Boston, USA
https://www.healtheconomics.org/page/BostonCongress2017

ACSPRI (Australian Consortium for Social and Political Research Inc.)
26 June to 7th July 2017, Winter Program Brisbane
https://www.acspri.org.au/winter-program-2017

ISPOR Australia Chapter acknowledges its
corporate members
Centre for Health Economics Research and Evaluation, University of
Technology Sydney
Bristol-Myers Squibb, Australia
Covance
Astra Zeneca
Centre for Applied Health Economics, Griffith University Brisbane
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